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Otago 
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Marlborough 
9.1%

High Low

9.1 18.4%

Study participation by 
work and labour force 
status, 2013

People studying 
part-time were 
most likely to be 
employed full-time

Post-school qualification field of study
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For New Zealand adults aged 15 years and over who stated their field of study, by sex, 2013
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Older people are less 
likely to have a formal 
qualification

of New Zealand 
adults had a formal 
qualification in 2013 

79.1%

72.3%
in 2001

78.6% of male adults 79.5% of female adults

Female
55.1%

Full-time
77.1%

Full-time
71.1%

Part-time
28.9%

Male
44.9%

By study status 
and sex

By sex
Percentage 
of New Zealand 
adults studying

Part-time
22.9%

14.9%

Male

Female

The proportion of Māori with a 
bachelor’s degree or level 7 
qualification increased from 5.5 
percent in 2006, to 7.5 percent 
in 2013

No qualification

Level 3 certificate
eg NCEA level 3

Level 2 certificate
eg NCEA level 2

Level 1 certificate
eg NCEA level 1

Level 4 certificate
eg apprenticeship

Level 5 or 6 diploma
eg advanced trade cert

Bachelor's degree and 
level 7 qualification

Doctorate degree

Post-graduate and 
honours degrees

Master's degree

Full-time   Part-time   Other*
% % 0 100%

By qualification category, 2013 By work statusBy sex

FemaleMale

60.2

51.1

38.1

50.9

55.1

56.0

53.4

54.0

28.8

58.5

57.8

39.8

48.9

61.9

49.1

44.9

44.0

46.6

46.0

71.2

41.5

42.2
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Highest qualification

41.5

32.4

44.6

49.8

43.9

64.0

55.4

64.9

68.2

65.9

69.5

Overseas secondary 
school qualification

20.9

13.0

10.7

9.6

9.7

9.3

13.6

2.9

2.8

0.7

6.7

By median 
personal income

$83,600

58,300

56,100

46,700

37,400

39,300

19,600

27,200

25,500

19,400

21,300

* Unemployed, or not in labour force

No 
qualification

Level 1–4
certificate

Level 5–10
certificate

2006 2013 2006 2013 2006 2013

60%

 0

Māori

33.3
29.9

20.1

12.0
12.1

56.7

50.4
50.3

46.3
47.2

41.7
40.7

29.6

16.3
13.4

Pacific
peoples

Asian
MELAA*

European

* Middle Eastern/Latin American/African

2. Level 1–4 includes: Levels 1–4 
certificates, and overseas secondary 
school qualifications. Level 5–10 
includes: Levels 5 and 6 diplomas, 
bachelor’s degree and level 7 qualification, 
post-graduate and honours degrees, 
master's degree, and doctorate degree.

1. Ethnic groups: People reporting more 
than one ethnic group were counted in each 
stated category.

Selected ethnic groups1 by highest qualification 

(grouped categories)2, 2006 and 2013

The proportion of Pacific peoples 
with a bachelor’s degree or 
level 7 qualification increased
from 4.5 percent in 2006, to 
6.2 percent in 2013

Percentage of 
people with a 
bachelor’s degree, 
or level 7 certificate, 
or higher qualification, 
by region, 2013

Wellington 
28.1%

West Coast 
10.1%

High Low

10.1 28.1%
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Almost two-thirds of 
people studying were 
aged 15–24 years
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41.7
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34.5

66.4

33.6

66.6
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34.8

59.6
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Twice as many women 
as men aged 40–59 
studied part-time 

Age group (years)
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http://www.stats.govt.nz/census/2013-census.aspx

Visit our website for more information

Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 New Zealand

This infographic uses results from the 2001, 2006, and 2013 Censuses. Percentages 
exclude responses that cannot be classified (eg 'not stated' and 'response unidentifiable').  
The regional maps show regional council areas. This data has been randomly rounded to 
protect confidentiality.
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