
Information for Principals 2015
One of your staff members has registered for CensusAtSchool NZ, 2015.  This is a no cost international project running in England, Australia, USA, UK, Ireland, Japan and South Africa.   It has been running in New Zealand for twelve years.  2015 is a National Census year for New Zealand and we hope that by participating in CensusAtSchool in 2015, students will have more of an understanding of the census process and contribute to a large data set.  In 2013 over 30 000 students from schools all over New Zealand took part in the census.   We hope to increase this number for 2015.
The CensusAtSchool survey will be open from March 16th and students will have five weeks to take part.  Each student will need access to a computer to answer the survey and submit their data.  Soon after the census, schools will be able to download random samples from this website and use statistical packages to analyse the data using a variety of activities.   We ask that your school supports CensusAtSchool by enabling adequate access to technology for classes between years 5 to 13  (where appropriate) to enter their data and that you encourage participation from all of your age appropriate classes.

Once the Census has closed on the 29th of May, data will be available for analysis.  Due to the large number of variables and entries it will be necessary for students to have access to computers for analysis (and, at times, assessment).  Statistics has undergone significant changes in the last few years and with the wealth of information and data collected these days, it is becoming more important to become statistically literate and technologically capable.  
The New Zealand project is run by the Department of Statistics at the University of Auckland, Statistics New Zealand and The Ministry of Education. The questionnaire design team and Statistics New Zealand have reviewed our survey questions and the CensusAtSchool NZ website complies with the Ministry of Education quality assurance guidelines.  All data received is anonymous, confidential and securely stored.

We have included a brief notice about the online survey and CensusAtSchool NZ for you to inform your parents if necessary.  For additional information or to view the survey questions, please visit http://www.censusatschool.org.nz/take-part/
Thank you for your cooperation.   

Regards, 

The CensusAtSchool team  
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