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Mental health 111 calls

• Climbing exponentially 

• Rising 5% a year



Minister to 
tackle obesity!

!

1.2 million obese 
3 in 10 adults 
1 in 9 children 

!
2/3 adults overweight 

1/3 children overweight





• 17,000 sample 

• Definition of obesity 

• body mass index of 30 or more 

• BMI 25 - 30 = overweight



Houses sell faster but prices sluggish!

Wellington!
- volumes up post election 

- selling faster (40 days in Sept, 32 in Oct) 
- prices similar to Oct 2013 

- median price up $7,500 Sept/Oct 
- median price up $2,500 2013/2014 

- volumes up 18% Sept/Oct 
!

Auckland/Christchurch!
- prices up 10% for year 

!
National!

- median price up 5.4% Oct 2013 
- median price up 2.3% Sept 2014 

- strong lift in sales October





Dairy prices!

GDT - GlobalDairyTrade 
November auction 

!
Prices fell 3.1% 

!
Lowest price in 5 years 

!
John Key “dairy slump 

almost over”







Child Poverty 
!

285,000 NZ children living in 
poverty 

891,100 children under 15 in 
NZ 

Poverty defined as living on 
less than 60% of the median 

income



!
Change in 

child poverty 
anchored in 

2008



What I learnt
• Reporting can be misleading 

• Headlines focus on negative 

• Ask what is being said 

• Understand assumptions and particularly 
definitions 

• Lots of statistics available



Statistical Literacy!
!

when reading about statistics ask

• What is being said 

• Does it make sense 

• What are they based on


