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Are our Buildings Safe to Occupy?
The earthquakes in Christchurch in December 2010 and February 2011 have led to questions being asked about whether the building consent and inspection processes are sufficiently rigorous to ensure that buildings meet earthquake standards. In Christchurch, for example, the CTV Building, where the greatest number of casualties occurred, has been found not to have met the standard. In Wellington a number of older buildings do not meet current standards, and owners have been served with notices that they must strengthen their buildings. 

This leads to the question of whether New Zealanders generally trust their councils to ensure that buildings they approve meet the building code and are safe to occupy. In a recent poll, Research New Zealand asked New Zealanders whether they were confident that this was the case for (a) commercial buildings and (b) residential buildings in their area.

The Research New Zealand poll of 490 people aged 18 and over was conducted by telephone on 15-23rd February 2012. The maximum margin of error for the sample as a whole is +/- 4.7% (at the 95% confidence level). The data has been weighted to ensure it is an accurate representation of New Zealand's general population. The poll was not taken on behalf of any organization, but as part of Research New Zealand’s monthly survey of attitudes and opinions.

There were two questions (Q18 and Q19) which related to confidence in safety of buildings. The questions asked and the results tables are displayed on the following pages. 

Q18. How confident are you that commercial buildings approved by your local council meet the building code and are safe to occupy?

Q19. How confident are you that residential buildings approved by your local council meet the building code and are safe to occupy?

Options for both questions:     Confident
very confident
not confident
not at all confident
don’t know
refused

Table A 
This table shows the results for the 490 respondents when split into three regions: Auckland, Wellington/Wairarapa, and Canterbury. In this table the two options “Confident” and “very confident” have been combined. 
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Percentage that are confident or very confident that commercial/residential buildings approved by councils
meet the building code and are safe to occupy.

Total Auckland ~ Wellington/Wairarapa Canterbury
Base™ = 490 125 51 75
% % % %
Commercial buildings 65 74 67 44
Residential buildings 71 64 82 57

*Unweighted base




