Using the Critical Questions evaluate an article.  An example relating to the road toll is given.

New Zealand Herald – 21 September 2009 

Biggest killers on our roads revealed.

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10598593
Ministry of Transport report that article was based on: 

http://www.transport.govt.nz/research/MotorVehicleCrashesinNewZealand2008/
Some questions that would be suitable for this article are:

PROBLEM

What is the purpose of the article?

PLAN

Where is the data that was quoted/used in the article from?

DATA
Is the original data available?

What type of data is it, categorical or numerical?

ANALYSIS

Do the comments (descriptions) made in the article reflect accurately the data given?

· Are any comments misleading or biased?

· Do the comments match the graphs/displays given?

CONCLUSION

Does this raise further questions?

Possible solutions for these questions are:

Using solo taxonomy ideas

U/M – unistructural/mulitstructural

R – relational

E – extended abstract

PROBLEM

What is the purpose of the article?

U/M answer: The purpose of the article is to identify the biggest killers on the road.

R answer: Summarise a report released by the Ministry of Transport.

E answer: To link speed, young people and motorcyclists as leading causes of death on the roads.

PLAN

Where is the data that was quoted/used in the article from?

U/M answer: Ministry of Transport

R answer: 2008 Road deaths report from the Ministry of Transport

E answer: The article refers to a report for which the title is not given.  A search located the following report which appears to be the one mentioned. http://www.transport.govt.nz/research/MotorVehicleCrashesinNewZealand2008/
DATA
Is the original data available?

What type of data is it, categorical or numerical?

U/M answer: People’s ages, number of road deaths, type of crash.

R/E answer: The data is categorical, for example, type of crash and people’s ages. 

ANALYSIS

Do the comments (descriptions) made in the article reflect accurately the data given?

· Are any comments misleading or biased?

· Do the comments match the graphs/displays given?

U/M answer: The comments reflect the data, none appear to be misleading.

R answer: Comparisons cannot be made between categories as only one category is given.  The data is there, it is telling the story, but it is from the reporters perspective and doesn’t allow for other points of view.

E answer: The use of graphs and tables may have helped to represent the data more clearly.  The text is dense with a mixture of numbers, proportions and percentages, forcing the reader to switch from one representation to another.  

CONCLUSION

Does this raise further questions?

U/M answer: Yes, why don’t people drive slower?

R answer: Yes, Is there a difference in the gender of young people that are involved in road crashes?

E answer: Yes, with access to the report, what is the accident rate per head of population, or per vehicle?

